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was collected and published very shortly after the
event, and seems to be as reliable as such evidence
can be. In view of the extreme importance of every-
thing which bears upon the matter, some extracts from
these depositions must be inserted, but to avoid dis-
location of the narrative the evidence upon this point
has been relegated to the Appendix. We will there-
fore pass at once to the time of the tenancy of the
Fox family, who took over the house on December i r,
1847. I* was not until the next year "that the
sounds heard by the previous tenants began once
more. These sounds consisted of rapping noises. A
rap would seem to be the not unnatural sound to be
produced by outside visitors when they wished to
notify their presence at the door of human life and
desired that door to be opened for them. Just such
raps (all unknown to these unread farmers) had
occurred in England in 1661 at the house of Mr.
Mompesson, at Tedworth.* Raps, too, are recorded
by Melancthon as having occurred at Oppenheim, in
Germany, in 1520, and raps were heard at the
Epworth Vicarage in 1716. Here they were once
more, and at last they were destined to have the
closed door open.

The noises do not seem to have incommoded the
Fox family until the middle of March, 1848. From
.that date onwards they continually increased in in-
tensity. Sometimes they were a mere knocking; at
other times they sounded like the movement of furni-
ture. The children were so alarmed that they refused

* " Saducismus Triumphatus," by Rev. Joseph Glanvil.
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